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THE EDITORIAL PROBLEMS IN THE SAANKHYAKAARIKAA
&5 Dr. Narayanan E. R.

The Saankhya System of Epistemology is, so far as my information goes, the first among
the six types of Indian Philosophical Systems, as in the form of the continuation to the Vedic
System. The other five are: Yoga, Nyaaya, Vaisheshika, Meemaamsaa and the Vedaanta. These are
the Aastika systems accept the Vedas as authentic, while the Naastika Systems like Buddhism,
Jainism, Caarvaaka and Aajeevika do not accept the Vedas. The criterion may vary regarding the
Aastika and Naastika concept, as I understand that it can accordingly be on the basis of the
acceptance either of the Vedas, or of the Paraloka (the world beyond the apparent), or of the God.

The Saankhya System was introduced by Kapilamuni based on the credentials that gained
from the Vedic knowledge system. Tradition says that the transformation of this knowledge system
is from Kapila to a Braahmana of the Aasuri clan. The intension of an advice is to save the world
from ignorance, as Kapila observed that the World which had implunged in grief and struggling for
the revelation.

Inasmuch as, however, the Saankhya System of Epistemology had popularly persisted much
early in India, here I should give attention the Saankhyakaarikaa of Eeshvarakrishna, edited by Mr.
Horace Hayman Wilson, a brief text of very limited seventy-two verses which encompass the
knowledge of twenty-five entities eradicate the triplet of universal grief. With a view to solving the
grief-triplet by acquiring the real knowledge, it introduces the twenty-five entities; and out of which
the twenty-three apparent entities called the Vyakta, an assumed eternal and fundamental cause to
those apparent entities called the Avyakta, and the Purusha, an assumed eternal witness entity
shared with the Avyakta for the formation of the Vyakta.

The theory is proved with the three types of procedures: through the sense-organ perception
called the pratyaksha, the perception based inference or the anumaana and the authentic words or
the aaptavachana. The first type covers the topics of vision, hearing, taste, smell and touch. Mind is
an internal sense-organ according to the Indian Systems of knowledge. Inference is depending on
the co-existences through the sense-organ perception for the establishment of the proved through
the guessing. The Vedas, the Smritis, the Puranas and the Classics of the authentic seers are
accepted when the knowledge is either elusive through sense-organ perception or through inference.
Mr. Nandalal Sinha’s 1915 edition of the Saankhya Philosophy covers the
Saankhyapravachanasootra, Aniruddha’s Vritti, Vijnaanabhikshu’s Bhaashya, Eeshvarakrishna’s
Saankhyakaarikaa, Madhavavedaantin’s  Vrittisaara, the Panchashikhaasootra and the
Tattvasamaasa. In that work, the Vrittisaara has only been partially introduced due to some reason.

My attempt here is to criticize one of the oldest editions of the Saankhyakaarikaa. The editor
of the text was Mr. Horace Hayman Wilson who lived between 1786 and 1860. His 1837 edition of
the Saankhyakaarikaa by Eeshvarakrishna with the Gaudapaadabhaashya is being reviewed here by
me. Here I would definitely utilize my criticism on his incapability to detect the mistakes while the
Devanaagaree print was produced with Mr. Henry Thomas Colebrooke’s English translation, the
Latin translation by Professor Lassen in 1832 and Colebrooke’s translation started in 1833 and
published in 1837. In 1833, a French translation the Saankhyakaarikaa text in Roman script had
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already been published. The Calcutta based East India Company, however, by that time, had
already published the Saankhyapravachanabhaashya of Vijnaanabhikshu.

One out of the many a number of problems Mr. Wilson faced was regarding the handling of
the manuscript in Devanaagaree. His claim on the manuscript which was tolerably correct; and I
felt it is statement of a pre-determined nature. I sensibly think to the fact that as per his available
introductory preface notes et cetera, he was not strictly aware about the importance of correctness
in the Oriental Systems of knowledge. He finds excuses on typographical errors due to his absence
in London; and such justification is not at all tolerable. I have read in between the lines of a few
statements of self-boasting class there had been some sort of urgency and competitions to publish
the Indic texts that time.

Mr. Wilson uses his preface to the Saankhyakaarikaa to expose his vague, immature,
superfluous and premeditated thoughts affront; not deliberately to the fact, but as matter of fact,
nevertheless, the depth and breadth of the Indian System of Epistemologies were beyond his range
of thought. Mr. Wilson felt that there had little need of the labour of collation after the text of
Professor Lassen; and but he succeeds in keeping the Kaarikaas (verses) in almost corrected form.
But he was forced to depend on the single copy of the Gaudapaadabhaashya (a realistic Sanskrit
commentary to those verses by Gaudapaada) and where he failed to execute the correct sentences in
print due to the lack of proficiency in reading the manuscripts as well his wastefulness regarding
the depth and breadth features of linguistic and logical framework of Sanskrit. The ultimate result
of an improficient effort, therefore, is always being a tainted version with the resemblance of an
unforced error on a Tennis court.

His learning apparatus and the pre-requisites were strictly inadequate to approach any type
of Indian System of Epistemology; as Mr. Wilson had to desperately correlate with the hypotheses’
of Greek Systems of thought speculated with those of Plato, Aristotle et al; whereas the
advancements of Indian Systems of Philosophy were based and cultivated upon the Vedic Systems
of brevity, clarity and in terms of their depth and breadth. Mr. Wilson had premeditatedly thought
that these systems of epistemologies were evolved far after the years of the origin of Christianity.

Such pre-suppositions, either of Mr. Wilson or of any other one in the Company group,
might be on the basis of the principle soul-liberation theory of Pythagoras, speculated till that of
Plato has neither any credibility nor much that of any specific theory with clarity rather than some
sort of hypotheses lacking the fundamental support. Mr. Wilson, however, desperately attempts to
compare the Greeks’ presuppositions with the Brahmanism and the Buddhism. I have come across
Mr. Wilson’s preface to the text and it reveals that the concept of Pythagoras about the number and
its function regarding the magnitude or the parimaana has been made a criterion to show the
similitude between the Greek Systems and the Indian Systems of knowledge. But, as a matter of
fact, however, I feel in tangible that Mr. Wilson failed to read and understand what the
Saankhyakaarikaa is truly constituted for. He claims that he had consulted a few numbers of
manuscripts of the Saankhyakaarikaa and the text of Mr. Colebrooke. Mr. Wilson admits that he
had a single manuscript of the Gaudapaadabhaashya available with, but at the same time, clearly to
the point, he miscarried in every single sense in bringing out a mistake-free edition of the work
although he had added a list of variations and corrections. It is understood that the types of mistakes
of the oversight nature could be tolerated on the basis of inaccuracy of the proof checking; but,
inasmuch as, as a matter of fact, moreover the lack of Mr. Wilson’s proficiency regarding the
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knowledge about the fundamentals of the language will constantly be seized on each fix of the
alphabetical settings.

Mr. Wilson correspondingly admits that he might not have always been succeeded in rightly
correcting and accurately interpreting the manuscripts. In that case one may easily ask that “what
urgency was there in pampering with the authentic manuscripts”. This act by Mr. Wilson is a
vibrant indication of his improficiency in understanding the idiom and the vast scope of the various
systems of Indian Epistemology.

Inasmuch as the primary as well as the ultimate intentions of the Company is concerned,
and Sir William Jones activities since 1792, it is quite clear that they were keen in with their
thoughts to substitute the Brahmanism with the ethically and philosophically fragile Christianity
right across the subcontinent. Such an unsighted urgency to those translations, manuscript
collections, editions with various series names have never been muddle through up with any sort of
intimacy to the Oriental Languages and the Epistemologies. Mr. Wilson desperately wanted to
correlate the knowledge systems of Plato and Aristotle with those of Kapila and Gautama, as he
feels that such knowledge systems correspond between the Greek and Indic. He could have been
successful at least for a certain extend if he could read in between the notions of the Vedas, Classics
and different systems of Epistemologies constructed on the Sanskrit framework. For such a
purpose, vested interests must be sidelined to gain at least some essential knowledge of truth,
morality, ethics and humanity.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

1. The Agriculture and Commerce of Bengal, Henry Thomas Colebrooke, 1792.

2. Translation of the Lilavati and the Bijaganita, Sanskrit Treatises on Arithmatic, Algebra and Mensuration
with a Dissertation on the early History of Algebra and Arithmatic in India, Arabia and Italy, Henry Thomas
Colebrooke, 1817.3. The Sankhyakarika of Isvarakrishna, Translated by Henry Thomas Colebrooke, Oxford
University, 1837.

4. The Sankhyakarika of Isvarakrishna, Nandalal Sinha, Bhuvaneswari Ashrama, Edited by B.D. Basu, 1915.
5. Gymnosophista: sive Indice Philosophire documenta. Vol. I. Iswara Crishnre Sankhya-Caricam tenens.
Bonnre ad Rhenum, 1832.

6. Essais sur la Philosophie des Hindous, traduits de 1'Anglais, et augmentes de textes Sanskrits, &c.; par G.
Pauthier, Paris, 1833.

7. The Sankhyakarika or Memorial Verses on the Sankhya philosophy by Iswarakrishna, translated from the
Sanskrit by Henry Thomas Colebrooke, ESQ. also the Bhashya or Commentary of Gaudapada, translated
and an [llustrated Original Comment by Horace Hayman Wilson, Oxford, 1837.

8. The Sankhyatattvakaumudi by Vachaspatimishra with Commentary Sankhyatattvavibhakara by Pandita
Vamshidharamishra, Edited by Nyayacharya Sri Ram Sastri Bhandari, Benares, 1921.

9. The Sankhyachandrika of Narayanatirtha, Dharmartha Trust, Raghunath Temple Library, Jammu, 1827.
10. The Sankhyakaumudi of Ramakrishnabhattacharya, a Commentary on the Sankhyakarika of
Iswarakrishna, Nandalal Sinha, Bhuvaneswari Ashrama, Edited by B.D. Basu, 1915.

11. The Sankhyakramadipika, a commentary on the Tattvasamasa, Nandalal Sinha, Bhuvaneswari Ashrama,
Edited by B.D. Basu, 1915.

Dr. Narayanan .E. R., Assistant Professor (Sr.), Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, K. J. Somaiya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha,
Vidyavihar, Mumbai-400077.

34



AgSAIASHAT ISSN - 2349-3100

FACEBOOK AS A TOOL FOR ACADEMIC LIBRARY SERVICES: PROBLEMS
AND PROSPECTS

&5 Rautmale Anand S.

1. INTRODUCTION

Today’s libraries are not just a mere storehouse of books; instead libraries are considered multifaceted and
multifunctional information as well as knowledge dissemination centers. Moreover with the changing
scenario of information seeker or users there is always need of constant change and adoption of newer and
most recent development being accepted or used by the people at the time. Modern libraries are hybrid
libraries characterized by print and electronic collections, manual and ICT based services. Hence they must
move beyond their traditional role as custodians of books and integrate new methods of storage and
transmission of information into an already existing structure. Today’s users expect more from libraries than
ever before. Modern libraries must link users with the information they seek.

1.1 Social Networking Site

Today internet has become an integral part of everyone especially the urban people of their daily
life. One can say that most of the individuals have become mostly dependent on the internet and other
communication technology for their day to day activities. And since the internet does not have any physical
restrictions it has become easy for the people around the globe to have a connection through internet and
forming a social group in the internet through a common network. And this web based networking is called
social networking sites. Social networking is defined as a web based services that allows individuals, groups
and organizations to build relationships with other users these sites often feature a public or semi-public
profile within a restricted system, a list of contacted users and a list of connections of users which is created
within the system of the site.

1.2 Definition of Social Networking

According to Computing Dictionary3, a social networking site as any website designed to allow
multiple users to publish content of them. The information may be on any subject and may be for
consumption by friends, mates, employers, employees just to mention a few.

Boyd and Ellison define social networking sites as web-based services that allow individuals to
construct a public or semi-public profile within a bounded system, articulate a list of other users with whom
they share a connection, to view and navigate their list of connections and those made by others within the
system.

Today there are billions users of various social networking sites and these social networking sites
has become an integral part of our lives. Out of various social networking sites Facebook has become
dominating in the social networking arena. Most social network services are web based and provide a variety
of ways for users to interact, such as e-mail and instant messaging services. Social networking has
encouraged new ways to communicate and share information. Millions of people have made their profiles on
these social networks and interact with others regularly. These social networking sites may contain set rules
and regulations to be followed as per their editorial policy or may be entirely user-driven.

This platform is used for social activities by organizations, academia and the general public
specifically the youth. The use of this platform has compelled modern day students to spend a lot of time at
these sites.

1.3 Facebook
Facebook is a social networking site that allows people to connect with friends, classmates,
coworkers, casual acquaintances — anyone who is also a member of the site. The name refers to the
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traditional print face books of incoming students once popular at many colleges. The site started at Harvard
in February 2004 and soon spread to some other campuses. At present there are 1.650 million monthly active
users on Facebook and has a total of 1.65 billion user till April 2016 (Wikipedia).

Currently Facebook is the fifth most visited site on the internet worldwide and second most
trafficked social media site on the world. It was first founded by Mark Zuckerberg in 2004. These
are interactive allowing visitors to leave comments, message each other via widgets on the blogs
and it is the interactivity that distinguishes them from other static websites. Users must register
before using the site, after which they may create a personal profile, add other users as friends, and
exchange messages, including automatic notifications when they update their profile. Additionally,
users may join common-interest user groups, organized by workplace, school or college, or other
characteristics, and categorize their friends into lists.

2. ACADEMIC 7LIBRARY AND SOCIAL NETWORKING SITE: FACEBOOK

It is clear that the modern academic community is mostly constituted by a large number of young
and more technologically advance students and the teachers or the scholars who mostly considers the web
based or online information resources due to various reasons. If we have to mention some of them the first
reason will be the vast resources available, ease of access, can be access easily if users have an internet
connection without any physical incontinence. And most above this regarding academic knowledge, a vast
source of information, resources and academic research materials are now freely available on internet, which
make the users spend more time in internet or be online maximum time.

The present academic environment has now totally revolves around web and internet based
background. And the social networking sites are the most active and common among the present generation
without any particular differences of age, sex, or education qualification or profession. It has become a
platform for most of the individuals for various activities other than just socializing with each other i.e. those
persons having profiles in these social networking sites.

It is understandable that twenty-first century student is not interested in printed work; for librarians
to make libraries interesting innovations such as social networking site should be introduced to attract them
to the library environment. Social networking sites would help establish a cordial relationship between
librarians and patrons; market the library’s services; announce library programs on the wall and so on.

At present with many developed PDA (Personal Digital Assistance) devices like, mobile phones
with better applications and developed, i-Phones, Tablets etc. has become more easier for the students and
other professional to use internet and other web based services effectively and in maximum, since one does
not need to rely only on a pc or a laptop for the purpose.

According to many surveys and studies done on the use of Facebook and as according to the

Facebook record also in has been noticed that maximum number of user belong to the age group between 15-
25. And we can assume that most students either high school, college, and university fall under this age
group mainly. It has also be highlighted in many research and documents that most of the Academicians also
use various social networking sites out of which Facebook become more prominent.
Considering the situation and the development in the field of information, the time has come for the library
and information professionals come in term with every possible opportunity to keep in contact with the
information users. Though library and information science has been developing and evolving with each
development in various fields, it is also true that in case of information nothing is enough. We can see that
everything is changing in a very fast way we the library and information personals should be more active,
open and more faster above all. A new way of providing library services through internet technology which
will emphasis on user oriented is must for the present users to meet their information need. Here, we can use
the social networking site Facebook can be used for a multi-dimensional information flow i.e. Library to
users, users to library, library to library and user to user instead of being only one way communication.

3. USE OF FACEBOOK FOR ACADEMIC LIBRARY SERVICES
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Today, libraries are using the latest technologies and trends to make their services popular
and user friendly. The concept of a library as physical place where one can visit to get information
is rapidly changing to a social cyberspace where users access, communicate and contribute to
existing knowledge. This is because the modern library of the 21st century is characterized with
collective knowledge creation and enabling technologies; and also a movement away from the old
stereotype, conventional and one directional library services to users to a more dynamic, two-way
communicational network environment characterized by open access, content creation,
collaborative and participatory social space where users are free to access and contribute content. It
is very clear that Facebook is being used by different organizations and institutions and many other
social groups to share information update information’s, to acquire these update knowledge’s, for
marketing purpose which can be done by various available services of Facebook, Instant
Messaging, It has become an important need for libraries to adopt the new social networking tools
in their services as a strategy to embrace change while promoting a participatory role for library
users in knowledge creation. The growing use of social networking tools calls for librarians to
develop 21st century skills on digital technologies. Libraries can connect their social networking
sites with their library Websites to links to their catalog, chat reference pages, research guides,
calendar of events, news etc.

If we consider the use of Facebook as tool for these particular needs we can take the advantages of
all available services or feature of Facebook to cover the needs. As mention earlier, due to changes in the
academic environment and influence of the modern technology the strategy of use of information and its
uses has change dramatically. These new generation students are more on the web based information’s, only
few numbers are visiting a library to search for information or consulting a librarian for document selection.
The reasons may be many but it has affected the library and information field in many ways.

Apart from the educational institutions these students are available in the internet of the Facebook it
has become a good platform for the library professionals also to connect with the information users. Most of
the conventional academic libraries do lack update of information and mostly available resources are also
not enough to meet the need of the users initially. In certain cases if the library is developed and have good
collection and resources with good library profession also some student prefer web base information sources
over these library materials which manly happen out of hobbit and influence of the environment.

In these case the initiative must be from the side of the library to encourage the user to have contact
with the library and here the library have to be in the way which these users wants or prefer. Here the library
must be a web based, common on the Social Network; Facebook among their common interest with ease of
communication. This can be done in various ways, some are; by creating a Facebook profile of the library,
by connecting the libraries web link with the Facebook, by forming a user’s group of the library, providing
discussion forum of the users and the library professional.

If libraries have a Facebook profile one can update most of the activities, which of course will be related
with the information and its sources easily, and users can also check easily. Some of the library services
which can be provided via Facebook to its users connected with Facebook is:

X Regular update of arrival of new books, documents, journals etc. in the library.

X Reference services can be provided through instant massages and on chats, which will help the users
in selecting the appropriate internet based resources without wasting mush time.

<> It the library and its user group in the Facebook keep active in communication and prepare good user

profile with their information interest libraries can provide Current Awareness Services to the
particular users.

<& Online open help desk for all the internet users not only for the profile users can also be provided,
where guidance may be given in information search process by guiding to the proper search option,
proper website and the selection of proper information with good source.

<> Most students are not aware of the different services offered in the library such as reservation of
books, reference services and Strategic Dissemination of Information (SDI). The awareness can be
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given to the student users by providing maximum information of the library in the profile. Since
visiting a Facebook profile is considered more appropriate than visiting a library to get the
information about the library.

X The library can create a discussion forum or group for its users so that the user share their
knowledge’s and thoughts regarding the library, its services, collection, and any other related topics
or even a feedback from its users which will help in the further development of the library.

X The user will also be able to provide any new information if available which may be of the education
related or the institution also.

<> Facebook can be used as a platform for the marketing of the library and regular updates of activities
etc.

X OPAC can be directly link with the Facebook profile. One of the most important aim of librarians is

to make library resources available to its users and information seekers so if social networking;
Facebook can help achieve this goal then it should be pursued vigorously.

X The use of Facebook as a tool does not require any special equipment apart from computer, Internet
connectivity and a trained professional to manage, which is affordable in most of the Academic
libraries at present.

<> Using Facebook as a tool for library services may be more effective for Distance Education students.
If we consider the use of Facebook as tool for the purpose there will definitely have positive side.

But there are limitations or problems also.

3.1 Problems of using Facebook as Tool for Academic Library Services

When we discuss about the problems of using Facebook they are not exactly the technical problems
but problem from the professional point of view. Being in Facebook require a lot of activeness from the
libraries and its professionals side. Librarians must be aware that using Facebook as a tool requires a lot of
attention both technically and professionally. Though we have to mention that this tool does not require
much except for some equipment only but it may be too much for some libraries in certain condition,
especially in Developing country like India.

There will be need of constant and regular update of profile or the Facebook page at least once a
week or more. If not updated it will become useless which require regular monitoring of the page and the
library also. In such a case it may not be suitable for very small on convectional libraries instead may be
helpful for large and active libraries that host a lot of events, exhibitions, workshops and other activities and
having large amount of data’s in its collection. Though it is a good medium for communicating with the
users but the library professional should not get too attached to Facebook as there will always be a next or
better tool coming up for the purpose. Every technology changes quickly and the internet is constantly
changing; and the libraries and the library professionals should be prepared to leave current tool strategy to
jump to the next tool quickly.

Apart from these problems there are some other noticeable problems that may affect,
especially in India use of computer and internet is restricted to only a group of people of students
though efforts have put to made available of these facilities, but the process is rather slow. Most
students are not aware of the different services offered in the library such as reservation of books,
reference services and Strategic Dissemination of Information (SDI). The awareness can be given to the
student users by providing maximum information of the library in the profile. Since visiting a Facebook
profile is considered more appropriate than visiting a library to get the information about the library.

X The library can create a discussion forum or group for its users so that the user share their
knowledge’s and thoughts regarding the library, its services, collection, and any other related topics
or even a feedback from its users which will help in the further development of the library.

X The user will also be able to provide any new information if available which may be of the education
related or the institution also.
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X OPAC can be directly link with the Facebook profile. One of the most important aim of librarians is
to make library resources available to its users and information seekers so if social networking;
Facebook can help achieve this goal then it should be pursued vigorously.

X The use of Facebook as a tool does not require any special equipment apart from computer, Internet
connectivity and a trained professional to manage, which is affordable in most of the Academic
libraries at present.

X Using Facebook as a tool for library services may be more effective for Distance Education students.

If we consider the use of Facebook as tool for the purpose there will definitely have positive side.
But there are limitations or problems also.
4. CONCLUSION

Though Facebook has been considered as the most recent tool for Library services we cannot deny
the availability of various other tools for the purpose. But it has come to the fact that the dimension of a
modern library has changed a lot from time to time so as the approach of the information user seekers
towards information sources. Especially the students of this new academic environment have different
strategy regarding information and acquisition of knowledge. And here Facebook become a prominent
amongst its group as based on different study based documents. The emergence of online social networks
and its expanding user base demand immediate attention from the side of academic libraries. The library’s
profiles on these networks facilitate the reaching out strategy to the new generation users at their own space
and time. Using Facebook as a tool has both positive and negative sides but being new in the field still can
be considered.
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